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Fourth Annual Conference A Big Success
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It looks= like we've got & tiger by the tail,

From January 13 to the 15, 20035,
tiearly five hundred people [a new record)
pacleed the Albuguergue Hilton to learn, lszten,
and zhale handz ag part of our Fourth Annual
Conference, Eanchers, conszervationists, and
gtate and federal land managers came from
placez az diztant asz California,

Domenici expreszed hie support for any effort
that waz incluzive, including The Quivirs
Coalition,

He zeemed wery pleazed with our worls,
and we were very pleaged that he could join us,
The gtanding ovation he received at the conclu-
zionn of hiz tallk, and the rawve rewviesws we tre-

ceived for all our gpeakers, tells

Wazhington, Lontana, ewen
Canada [zee chart on page 2],

The zpealker: were a di-
wverze crowd ag well, reprezent-
ing ranches, agencies, and uni-
verzitieg from as far away as
South Africa, and az near by as=
Albuguergue’s  Valley High
Schooll Topice ranged from
goate to bhirds, to a history of
private property, to getting along
with predators, to malking a
profit in the cattle buszinees=, to
the Buddha.

We were honored to have Allan Nation
join uz on Friday as our lkeynote =zpealer.
Nation, a swidely zought-after lecturer and
teacher, publizshes The Stocliman Grass
Farmer, a monthly publication that focuzesz on
management-intenzive grazzland enterprizes
around the world, He entertained the large
crowd with an energetic analyesiz of the live-
gtock buzinezz — challenging many cherizhed
beliefz in the proceszs!

& copy of Nation’™s tallk will he available
goon on our wehgite, along with thoze by Sum-
fier Erdman, Eric Freyfogle, and Fred
Provenza,

We were algo honored to he joined by
Senator Pete Domenici [E-NL), who encour-
aged the audience to “think hig” when looking
gt natural rezource izsues, Impreszeed by the
diversity in the room [we had a ghow of hands),

Wiriter zoos

Eewnote Speaker, Allan WNation

uz we hawve a hard act to follow
next year.

Half and Half
We expanded the Confer-
ence thiz year to include two all-
day sympoziume on Thursdsay
prior to the start of the main
event, One waz a Fange School,
taught by good friends from
Colorado, The other wasz an in-
depth exploration of the ides of
“water-hanking” — ztoring watet
in sgtreamhbanlke [where it would
naturally be] inztead of in reszervoirz, Both
eventz were well received and well attended —
the Fange School drew 100 “ztudente”™ and the
“swater-hanling” gympozinm drew nearly 150
people.

On  Thursdsy

afternoon, the South-
weszt Grasgsfed Live-
gtock Alliance [an or-
ganization with the
potential to make a
difference in the re-
gion| met for itg zec-
ond annual general
memhberghip meesting,

The Confer-
ence began in sarnest
Thurzday ewvening
with a lively look at
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(Comtraed flom page 1)

the “major poszeibilities™ of minor livestock
breeds around the nation., The event wasz or-
ganized and hosted by award-winning author
and heritage foods advocate Dy, Gary Nabhan,
Director of the Center for Bustainable Environ-
tmentz at Northern Arizona University, We'd
lilee to thanle Gary and hiz friendsz for their
gupport,. We are honored by hiz friendzhip,

On  Friday
morning, the tmain
ghow hegan, and
the floodgates
opened, The
theme of the Con-
ference waz Half
Public, Half Pri-
wate, One West,
Here’s how we ex-
plained it in the
Eegiztration mate-
rialz: “To  ensure
the long-term cital-
ity of the palues
that we all cherizh
in the West — open space, waldiifs, culture, econ-
cmy — we need to unite our sfforts and manags
lond as if fences didn’t matter”

We tried hard to link each gpealer to
thiz theme, and the feedhack we received from
participantz waz almost unanimously pogitive,

Our aim, a2 ugual, wasz to provolee, Mot
every listener agreed with every spealer — and
gometimesz the dizagresment was substantial —
but people were congtructively prodded.

One reviewer put it thiz way on an
evaluation form: “I loved the diverzity of the
gpeakerz and their

Maryrann MW oGraw

backgroundsz, I he-
liewve thiz iz one of
the thingz that

keepe bringing peo-
ple back to these
conferences — even
if you don’t agree
with all the ideas,
wou are gtimmulated”

And it was-
n'’t juszt about ideas,
Another respondent

gaid “I  +will uze
things from this
conference, I hawe

tmany opportunities
to do thinge differ-

Fred Provenza

Daoc and Contiie Hatfield s Presentation

ently on my ranch, from grazing to noxious

weed control”

Oltimately, the
chance to network - to
meest and tallk with lote of
people — zeemsz to be an
attraction of the Confer-
ence. It iz a chance to
take time out from our
busy lives and zimply talk
with people,

wo, after four
vears of very hard worl
we feel lilke we can begin
to zay that a zense of
community forming
among thoge of ug in the
‘radical center.” There is=
hope and energy in the
air, and people are genu-
inely enthusiaztic about
the future.

If our Conference
continues to contribute to
thiz zens=ze of community,
then all the hard work iz
worth it.

We've already
starting planning for next

yeatr! 3
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Al Photos are
couwrtesy of Gene Peach.
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Executive Director Courtney White’s Opening Remarks (excerpt)

We are all famidiar
with poet Robert Frost's famous line
that “good fences make  good
netghbors.” But in “Mending Wall”
the line s spoken not by the narrator
but by his neighbor, a farmer, and it
is the only thing his neighbor says in
the entire poem. It's left to the narva-
tor to muse over its meaning, as well
as over the stone wall that separates
them, noting “Something there s
that doesn't love a wall”

Gravity, for instance. Hunt-
ers are a problem for walls too, the narrator ob-
serves, as ave their prey, which sometemes hide in a

stone wall's holes. Neighbors can be a problem for
walls as well as can his cattle.

But none of this matters to the narrator's
neighbor, who has the last word in the poem: “Good
fences make good neighbors.”

For Frost, however, “mending” is the issue,
not the wall. If we choose to erect walls between us
then we assign ourselves the perpetual job of mend-
g them, including the relationships between
netghbors. Nature tugs, people mend,

In the American West, there is no more sig-
nificant, or sturdy wall than that between public
and private land It is a fence, in fact that almost
cleanly divides the West in half physically, but more
emportantly, it divides the region emotionally.

Like all walls, however, the public/private
divesion is an artificial one, subject to the same
forces that tug at Frost's fictional stone wall Na-
ture, for instance, stubbornly refuses to acknowledge
this fence, as many ecologists and conservation bi-
ologists having been pointing out. But emotionally
oo, the divide is an unnatural one.

Where, for example, does “wilderness” begmn
or end really — at a fence line? Does “wildness” exist
on one side of the divide and “commodity” on the
other? Where do private rights stop and public re-
sponsibilities begin?

The time has come in the West to_focus on
the “mending”, not the wall. It's one West afterall —
physically, historically, and emotionally — one com-
munity, with both private rights and public obliga-
tions furmly in place. Like Frost's metaphorical

New England farm, western
neighbors must learn to get along —
mend together — if the community as a
whole is to remain healthy.

This Conference is all about
mending. We respect the fence, and the
opinion of our neighbors, but we also
recognize that we must work together

for the common good.

Good fences might make good
neighbors, but a handshake is much
better. Do

A Call for a Western Congress

In his talk at the Conference, Daniel Kemmis
said it was the right time to consider a Western Con-
gress.

It's a call that we support here at The Quivira
Coalition. We believe the level of innovation, collabora-
tion, and change in the region has reached a point where
we can, and should, begin to influence policy. Our ener-
gies should be collected and hamessed into a West-wide
movement that aims to improve economic and ecological
conditions simultaneously through cooperation.

It is also time to link individuals and organiza-
tions to one another across a large landscape so that we
can look, learn, and teach together.

We believe a Western Congress can be an im-
portant step in both these directions.

The goal of the Congress would be modest: to
select four or five policy objectives that are pragmatic
and far-reaching — achieved by a consensus of partici-
pants representing the ‘radical center’ in the West.

The aim is to devise western solutions to west-
ern problems, crafted and supported by westerners of
diverse backgrounds. We believe the ‘toolbox’ of ideas
has been significantly increased in recent years and that
westerners themselves are in the best position to make

prudent choices.

At the same time, we
are mindful that the West is
nested in larger ecological, eco-
nomic, and political spheres in
the nation and in the world. No
region is an island, therefore any
policy changes proposed must
necessarily work in the ‘real
world”.

We are also mindful
that our knowledge of the natu-
ral world is incomplete, and that
entrepreneurial energy continues
to expand in new directions. Still, we believe there are
enough homegrown ideas and solutions to get started
with the hard work of change.

Daniel Kemmis
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The 4th Annunal
Clarence Burch Award

W 1

The Chaivira Coalition
1413 2nd St Ste #1

Zanta Fe, HM 37303

Itwas an emotiona evening.

It began with an outstanding din-
ner of “glow’” food — tender Corriente heef
from the Anrdersonr Ranch in northern
Texaz, otganic tutley fromm Tom Dele-
hantyz Pollo Real farm nesr Socorro,
galad and winter vegetables from Comméino
de Paz Farms in Esgpafiola, goat cheese
from Coonrridge Farms near Fie Town,
and pecan pie made from Mesilla Valley
Pecans,in La= Cruces.

The food wasg zo tasty and well-
prepared that when the hotels chefz were
brought out, they received a standing ova-
tiom,

Cwer the meal, chef and author
Deborah Madizon explained the goals of
the “zlow” food mowvement to the nearly
two hundred people in attendance, praiz-
ing all of ue for Swalking the talll’ — ezpe-
cially the Hilton Hotel

&An emotional awards  ceretmmony
followed, featuring the 2005 Burch win-
ners: ranchers Jim and Joy Williame | For-
ezt Hervice range consgervationizt John
Pierzoni, conzultant Kirke Gadzia, and Faor-
egt Setvice employes: Janice Stevenson,
Warcia Andre, Stewe Libby, and Dawve
Stewwatt,

2005 Burch Award Winners

Jim Williamz and Stewe Libby movingly de-
goribed their long journey from antagonists to coop-
eratore, At one point, Jim Williams waz not on
gpealdn g terme with the Forest Serwice, which con-
trolg half of hig ranch. Thanks to the interrention of
Hirk Gadzia and others, a process of dialogue was
gtarted, Today, the relationszghip between the
Williameez and the Forest Service iz strong and
productive,

And the rezultz of thiz new relationzhip can
be zeen where it matters mogt — on-the-ground, We
are honored to have them share the $15 000 avward.

4.

We ended the banguet with gquest spealoer
Michael McGarrity, a celebrated New Mexico author
and recipient of the 2004 New Mexico Gowvernor's
Somard for Bxcellence in the Arte & Literature,

In fact, the banguet waz a fitting concluzion
to three deyz of looking, lesrning and zhakding
hands, 30

We are updating our websitel
W GuLvIracoall tton. org

Cur webszite will zoon allow you tor
Become a New Member

Renew Your Membership

(7ive a Gift Membership
Register for Workshops
Furchase Books, Mugs and Caps

Remember, we are alwways
looking for neww members and
a Crawira Coalition
membership makes great gifl
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